
The first reading for the 
feast of St Chad is from St 
Paul to the Romans. It 
speaks of all the gifts with 
which God endows his 
Church: prophecy, admin-
istration, teaching, preach-
ing, charity, leading, works 
of mercy… It is clear from 
St Paul that these are gifts 
given to all Christians not 
just the clergy! The Reno-
vation of the Church relies 
on us rediscovering the 
truth that we are all gifted 
by God and he calls us all 
to place our gifts at the 
service of the mission of 
the Church. Next week we 
will welcome the young 
people from FOCUS who 
come because they feel 
called to share the joy of 
faith which they have re-
ceived, and to offer their 
gifts for the good of the 
Church here. Please pray 
for them and make them 
welcome when they come. 

Saturday was the Feast of 
St Chad, the seventh-
century monk and first 
Bishop of Lichfield. He was 
responsible for evangelis-
ing our area, by going 
humbly on foot from vil-
lage to village, proclaiming 
the Gospel and teaching 
the people the Catholic 
Faith. His was a really 
fruitful ministry, bringing 
the light of Christ to our 
area of the country when it 
was still pagan.  

The readings for Mass for 
the feast of St Chad re-
minded me of the need for 
becoming a missionary 
Church once more. The 
Gospel of Jesus’ sending of 
the seventy-two from St 
Luke’s Gospel reminds us 
of the call for priests to be 
missionaries. One notable 
thing is that Jesus sent 
them ‘two by two’. As 
One of the principles of 
the Society to St John Vi-
anney is priestly fraterni-
ty—priests living and 
working together. And so 
it is a great joy to hear that 
our Archbishop is sending a 
priest to assist me here in 
our parishes. His name is 
Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty, 
and is a member of the 
Missionaries of Faith from 
India. He is currently serv-
ing as assistant priest of St 
Catherine’s, Bristol St, in 
Birmingham. He will be 
joining us later this month. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St John Joseph of the 

Cross 
1654-1739 

John Joseph was an Italian 
friar, who belonged to the 
Franciscan Order of Strict 
Observance. After only 
three years in the Order, 
he was sent to found a new 
friary. He was asked to be 
ordained a priest, and he 
did so, only out of obedi-
ence. His knowledge of 

moral theology was seen as 
inspired. Working to build 
up his Order, he became 
master of novices, and then 
provincial. As is often the 
case with saints, he was 
criticised and resented by 
some, but he overcame this 
with contemplation and 
penance. He was known 
for humility and discipline, 
as well as for having gifts of 
prophecy and miracles. 
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KEY CONTACTS 

Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: pp.partnershipparishes@ 
gmail.com 

Parish Secretary 

Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm  
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 2nd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard Atherton 

Sunday 3rd 
Eighth Sunday of  

9.00am    Holy Mass  Karol Grolik, George & Barbara 
Connell 

Ordinary Time  11.00am   Holy Mass  Baby Olivia Rose Jeynes & John 
Clowes 

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 4th    9.30am  Holy Mass Margaret Coates 

St Casimir   10.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Fred Wright 

Tuesday 5th 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

 8.00pm    Prayer Group  

Wednesday 6th     7.00am Holy Mass Angela Doherty & family 

ASH WEDNESDAY  9.30am   Liturgy of the Word & Distribution of Ashes 

Day of Fasting & 11.00am    Liturgy of the Word & Distribution of Ashes 

Abstinence   2.15pm  

  6.30pm   Holy Mass Stephen Holmes 

Thursday 7th  6.00pm    Holy Mass Tommy Keane 

Feria of Lent        

Friday 8th   9.30am  Stations of the Cross  

Feria Comm St John of God  9.30am   Funeral Service Paul Dymnicki RIP 

 1.15pm    Requiem Mass Mary Thompson RIP 

    6.00pm Holy Mass Tessie Barretto 

Saturday 9th  9.00am   ALPHA  

Feria of Lent   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Marie & Christine Twomey 

Sunday 10th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Baby Owen Paul 

First Sunday of Lent  11.00am   Holy Mass  Dora Walsh 

    6.30pm Holy Mass Anne Plant 

Liturgy of the Word & Distribution of Ashes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday is this week! Come to Church to receive the blessed ashes, an outward sign of our desire 
within to be changed by God’s grace. Don’t forget that Ash Wednesday is a day of Fasting (that means eating 
only one meal and maybe two snacks which together don’t amount to a meal—that’s for all Catholics aged 18 
to 60). It is also a Day of Abstinence (no meat to be eaten by all Catholics over 14). Please remember that all 
Fridays are also days of Abstinence. This should be especially true in Lent! 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
If you need to see Fr Julian about 
anything, then come to the Open 
House session. The next Open House 
will be on Monday 25th February, 
6.30pm to 7.30pm, and on subse-
quent Mondays at that same time. 
There will be no Open House on 
11th March. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

St John’s: Betty Smithson; Anne Har-
dy 
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 
St Patrick’s: In thanksgiving 90 Years 
B Smithson 

If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be 
at Ravenswood, The 
Avenue on Tuesday 
19th March at 11am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on Sunday 10th March at 
Tall Oaks at 3pm.  

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

The English Camino 
For young men aged 18+, we will 

walk the Camino Inglés from Ferrol 
to Santiago de Compostela. The 

dates are Wednesday 3rd to Wednes-
day 10th July 2019. Cost will be 

about £400. To book see Fr Julian 
with a £100 deposit, and the balance 

two weeks before departure. 

Alpha is up and 
running again on 
Saturday morn-
ings at 9am at St 
Joseph’s Gold-

enhill. Each week 
we will have a good breakfast togeth-

er, watch the video, and have a re-
laxed discussion about its contents.  

It is best to do a whole ALPHA, but 
if you’d like to dip your toe in and 

try a session come along on a Satur-
day morning soon! 

Prayer Group 
Our partnership of parishes prayer 

group is growing! The aim is to pray 
for our Parish and its work, as well as 

the world, for our families and all 
our needs. The prayer group is on 

Tuesday evenings, every other week 
so the next one will be on the 5th 

March at 8pm and will take place at 
English Martyrs’ in Biddulph. It is an 

hour long. Why not come along ? 

Men’s Group 
We are inviting men from the parish 
partnership to come together time to 
follow a series called ‘Unlocking the 
Mystery of the Bible’ by Jeff Cavins. 

We had an introductory meeting, but 
it’s not too late to join us. Our next 
session is on Monday 19th March at 

St Joseph’s Goldenhill at 7.30pm. All 
men, young and older, are welcome! 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Mary Thompson. Requiem 
Mass for the repose of her soul will 
be offered at English Martyrs on Fri-
day 8th March at 1.15pm followed by 
committal at Bradwell Crematorium. 

And also for the soul of Paul Dym-
nicki. The funeral service will be at St 
Joseph’s on Friday 8th March at 
9.30am followed by interment at 
Tunstall Cemetery. 

  Requiescant in Pace 

“LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS” 
We are pleased to have the inspira-

tional missionaries and students from 
the Fellowship of Catholic University 

Students (FOCUS) over from the 
USA. They will be leading us on a 
three night Retreat for Lent at St 

Joseph’s Church, Goldenhill. 

Tuesday 12th to Thursday 
14th March 

Each evening we will have: 
6.30pm Holy Mass 

7.30pm Eucharistic Adoration and 
Retreat Service 

Come and receive the encourage-
ment of faith and renewal in the sea-

son of Lent! 

feast of st Patrick 
All our parishioners are invited to 
come and celebrate the Feast of St 
Patrick at St Patrick’s Church in 

Packmoor 

HOLY MASS 

will be celebrated on Saturday 
16th March at 11.30am followed 

by a bring and share lunch. 

All are welcome. Please bring 
some food! 

feast of st joseph 
All our parishioners are invited to 
come and celebrate the Feast of St 

Joseph at St Joseph’s Church 
Goldenhill 

HOLY MASS 

will be celebrated on Tuesday 
19th March at 9.30am together 

with the children from St Joseph’s 
Academy.  

There will be refreshments after 
the Mass! 

Holy Week Choir The beginning 
of Lent turns our mind to the ap-
proach of Holy Week. It is the great-
est week of the Church’s year and the 
celebration of the most important 
mysteries of the Faith. As our liturgy 
is celebrated as a joint celebration 
between our parishes, we are appeal-
ing this year for singers to come to-
gether and form an ad hoc choir to 
lead the music at the great liturgies of 
the Easter Triduum. The first choir 
practice for choir will be at St Jo-
seph’s on the 6th March after Ash 
Wednesday Mass. 



KEY VERSE: "You shall worship the Lord, your God, 
and him alone shall you serve" (v.8). 
TO KNOW: After Jesus' Baptism (Lk 3:22), he was led 
by the Spirit into the desert where he fasted and prayed 
for forty days. There Jesus was tempted by Satan, just as 
the people of Israel were tested for forty years (Dt 8:3). 
The first temptation echoed Israel's failure to trust God 
in the desert when they were hungry. Jesus knew real 
hunger during his fasting, but he refused to turn stones 
into bread. Instead he put his trust in God. The second 
temptation was the desire to attain earthly power and 
glory. Again Jesus resisted this enticement; he came, not 
as a king, but as God's suffering servant. The third test 
was for Jesus to display his power by throwing himself 
over the Temple parapet, trusting that God's angels 
would protect him. Jesus' real power was his ministry to 
the poor, the sick and suffering. In each trial, Jesus 
showed that he was the faithful Son who refused to suc-
cumb to the attraction of power, prestige and position. 
Satan was defeated and retreated until the final test when 
Jesus conquered evil on the cross. 
TO LOVE: As I begin this Lenten Season, am I striving 
to overcome sin in my life? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me to turn to you in all of 
my temptations.   

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£359.21, Non Gift Aid £219.14, 
Total £578.35. Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£306.00, Non Gift Aid £202.40, 
Total £508.40. Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£197.50, Non Gift Aid £175.55, 
Total £373.05. 

Lenten Alms Collections There 
will be a second collection each week 
of Lent after Sunday Mass for you to 
give your Lenten Alms. The collec-
tions will be for the following chari-
table causes each week: 
10th March Foodbank 
17th March CAFOD 
24th March Leprosy Mission 
31st March Number 11, Burslem 
7th April Aid to the Church in Need 
14th April Holy Places 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.167 M Cook; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.63 B Sumsion; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.76 M Twomey. The quarterly 
and monthly subs are due today. 

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
Thank you to everyone who has paid 
their subs promptly, there are just a 
few remaining to be paid. If you 
would like to subscribe to the 125 
Club, for a chance to win a monthly 
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Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit through the wilderness, being tempted there by the devil for 
forty days. During that time he ate nothing and at the end he was 
hungry. Then the devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell 
this stone to turn into a loaf.’ But Jesus replied, ‘Scripture says: Man 
does not live on bread alone.’ Then leading him to a height, the devil 
showed him in a moment of time all the kingdoms of the world and 
said to him, ‘I will give you all this power and the glory of these king-
doms, for it has been committed to me and I give it to anyone I 
choose. Worship me, then, and it shall all be yours.’ But Jesus an-
swered him, ‘Scripture says: You must worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him alone.’ Then he led him to Jerusalem and made him 
stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he 
said to him ‘throw yourself down from here, for scripture says: He 
will put his angels in charge of you to guard you, and again: They will 
hold you up on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 
But Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said: You must not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’ Having exhausted all these ways of tempting 
him, the devil left him, to return at the appointed time. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 
Sharing Hope in Crisis There will 
be a day for those who work to apply 
Catholic Social Teaching in crisis situ-
ations, and serve the suffering at 
Maryvale Institute on Saturday 16th 
March. Donation only. Contact Paul 
Northam on 0121360 8118. 

Called to Witness On 4th May, 
young people aged 18 to 25 are being 
called to come to Harvington Hall for 
a day to reflect on and pray about 
vocation. The Diocesan shrine for the 
English Martyrs provides the context 
for considering our witness of faith. 
The day will include talks, discussion, 
Mass, prayer as well as a tour of the 
Hall. Cost is £10. For more infor-
mation go to  www.vocations.org. 
uk/events.html 

or weekly prize, please contact Mary 
on 514829 or speak to Gloria or Vin-
cent after Mass. 

Gift Aid Envelopes for English 
Martyrs & St Patrick’s The new 
boxes of envelopes are now available 
and will be given out at church over 
the next few weeks. Look out for 
your box! If you don’t yet have a 
box, or would like to set up planned 
giving please see Fr Julian, and he’ll 
point you in the right direction! 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 25th - 31st May 2019 

“Blessed are the poor, for the 
Kingdom of God is theirs” 

Once again this year His Grace the 
Archbishop is leading the Diocesan 

pilgrimage to Lourdes in the May half 
term week. If you would like to go 

on the pilgrimage, the booking forms 
and information can be downloaded 

from the diocese website 
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk and 

click on News and Events and then 
Pilgrimage. Alternatively you can 

phone the pilgrimage office on 0121 
230 6288 or email: 

admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk  


